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FACT SHEET: 
Vision Screening  
 
 
Our vision relies on the effective function of the eyes and the messages transmitted to the brain.  
 
How the eye works - Light passes through the front of the eye to the lens. This action help to focus 
the light rays onto the back of the eye. (The iris and pupil control how much light is let through to 
the back of the eye). Light is converted to electrochemical impulses at the back of the eye which are 
transferred along the optic nerve and then to the brain. Any disruption to this process can lead to a 
visual acuity deficit. 
 
In the event that the eyes are not able to focus adequately, corrective devices may be required in 
the form of glasses, contact lenses, and artificial lenses. 
 
 

VISION SCREENING 
 
There is currently no legislative requirement for visual screening in occupational health however 
certain roles requiring visual acquity to be at specific levels, will need baseline screening and ongoing 
surveillance. Identifying a visual deficit, gives the worker an opportunity to get corrective devices 
appropriate for their employment. 
 
 Distance Vision Screening - is performed at a distance of 3M using a Snellen 3M vision chart. 

Screening is performed using the right eye, left eye individually and then using both eyes. 
Initial screen will be conducted uncorrected and then if corrective lenses are required, a 
corrected vision screen will be conducted. 

 Near Vision Screening - is performed at a distance of 40cm using a Hanks Near Point Vision 
chart. Screening is performed using the right eye, left eye individually and then using both 
eyes. Initial screen will be conducted uncorrected and then if corrective lenses are required, 
a corrected vision screen will be conducted. 

 Colour Vision Screening - is performed using Ishihara Colour Plates 1-12. Screening is 
performed using both eyes. 

 
 

RESULTS 
 
Distance Visual Acuity (Snellen 3M) 
 

Line Read Result 

5/6 Normal Vision 

6/6 Normal Vision 

6/9 Mild Visual Impairment 

6/12 Mild Visual Impairment 

6/18 Moderate Visual Impairment 

6/24 Moderate Visual Impairment 

6/36 Moderate Visual Impairment 

6/60 Profound Visual Impairment 
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Near Visual Acuity (Hanks Near Point Chart)   

Line Read Result 

N4 Normal Vision 

N5 Normal Vision 

N6 Normal Vision 

N8 Mild Visual Impairment 

N10 Mild Visual Impairment 

N14 Moderate Visual Impairment 

N26 Profound Visual Impairment 

Colour Vision (Ishihara) 

Line Read Result 

12/12 Normal Vision 

11/12 Normal Vision 

10/12 Normal Vision 

9/12 Normal Vision 

8/12 Abnormal Vision 

7/12 Abnormal Vision 

6/12 Abnormal Vision 

5/12 Abnormal Vision 

4/12 Abnormal Vision 

3/12 Abnormal Vision 

2/12 Abnormal Vision 

1/12 Abnormal Vision 

0/12 Abnormal Vision 
 
 

RESOURCES 

 GP 
 Optometrist/Opthalmologist 
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